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ROMANS 11:33-36 and Romans 12:1-21 
 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
God’s incomprehensible plan for humanity is beyond human 
comprehension.  
 
A. Because humanity is unable to comprehend God’s wisdom and 
knowledge, we cannot fully understand His ways of dealing with the Jews 
and Gentiles. 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 NLT 
““My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lord. “And my 
ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my 
thoughts higher than your thoughts.” 
 
 
The Wonders of God—God is the SOURCE, MEANS, and END of all 
things. 
 
God is the CREATOR, SUSTAINER, and the GOAL of everything.  
 
God ought be PRAISED and GLORIFIED FOREVER!!! 
 
Because of His great grace, nothing we could ever do could provide 
repayment for all that God has done. His actions, I gladly say, are based on 
His grace and not our merit. There is nothing we could ever do that would 
leave God owing us anything!  
 



CONCLUSION: “God is the SOURCE of all good things, the CHANNEL 
through Whom all good things pass, and the One to Whom all good things 
RETURN in the end. Therefore, to Him be glory forever, Amen. 
 
 
TRANSITION: 
 
Chapters 1-8——Theological 
 
Chapters 9-11—-God’s plan for Israel 
 
A. We find that God’s ways are past finding out/unfathomable  
 
Chapter 12——Practical Section—how we are to live/putting into practice 
what  
we have learned 
 
 
PRESENTATION (of self to God) 
 
Romans 12:1-2 NKJV 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 
 
NLT 
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to 
God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship 
him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you 
will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and 
perfect.” 
Romans 12:1-2 NLT 
 



 

1. In response to the mercies of God/because of What God has done for 
us—Paul pleads with humanity to present our bodies as LIVING 
SACRIFICES; meaning that we should use our bodies to serve and 
obey the Lord. 

 
BESEECH—encourage or exhort—urging one to action 
 
Therefore—refers to chapters 1-11–this ought be our response because of 
what God has done for us! This refers to how we ought to live! 
 
 
MERCIES OF GOD—those blessings mentioned: chosen by God, justified 
by faith, set free from sin, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, no longer living 
under condemnation 
 
“Therefore, God has every right to expect us to PRESENT OUR BODIES A 
LIVING SACRIFICE. This means we are to commit ourselves to living for 
God instead of for the world! 
 
A. Bodies—our ENTIRE being—total commitment  
 
Matthew 10:37-38 NLT 
““If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are not 
worthy of being mine; or if you love your son or daughter more than me, 
you are not worthy of being mine. If you refuse to take up your cross and 
follow me, you are not worthy of being mine. If you cling to your life, you 
will lose it; but if you give up your life for me, you will find it.” 
 
 
Romans 6:12-14 NLT 
“Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. Do 
not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. 
Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now 
you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is 



right for the glory of God. Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer 
live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom 
of God’s grace.” 
 
This is more than a simple contrast with a dead animal (OT), but is a 
newness of life: 
 
Romans 6:4 NKJV 
“Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life.” 
 
 
HOLY—set apart for the Lord’s use (your body)—totally dedicated to God 
 
1. 1Peter 1:15-16—“but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all  
your conduct, because it is written, Be holy, for I am holy.” 
 
 
ACCEPTABLE—pleasing to him 
 
1. Psalm 37:4–Delight yourself in the Lord and He will grant you the 
desires of  
your heart. 
 
REASONABLE—indicates that such a gift is the only rational response to 
all the good gifts God has showered on us. 
 
 
TRANSFORMATION 
 
“And be not conformed to the ways of this world”—the Phillips’s 
translation says: 
“Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold.”  
 
A. The world has a mold as to how we should talk, think, and act, that is  
totally opposite that of holiness as found in God. This includes what we  



ought enjoy and indulge in, including our morals.  
 
B. Christians are called to NONCONFORMITY!!! We must reject 
conformity  
while seeking TRANSFORMATION! 
 
This is only achieved by the RENEWING OF OUR MINDS! The word 
transformed provides our English word metamorphosis which literally 
means A COMPLETE CHANGE (caterpillar into a butterfly). 
 
A. 2Corinthians 5:17–“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.” 
II Corinthians 5:17 NKJV 
 
NLT 
“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. 
The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” 
2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT 
 
 
By the renewing of your mind—this refers to the INTELLECT, WILL, AND 
EMOTIONS. Our transformation then shows up in our ATTITUDES, 
DESIRES, AND FEELINGS. 
 
A. Romans 8:29 
“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 
Romans 8:29 NKJV 
 
NLT 
“For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like 
his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters.” 
Romans 8:29 NLT 
 



A new and cleansed heart leads to a new way of thinking. Proverbs 23:7a 
offers the following: 
 
AS A MAN THINKS IN HIS HEART, SO IS HE!!!  
 
A. To become holy, we must think holy thoughts. A focus of our minds on 
the things of God is absolutely necessary if we are to attain true holiness. 
We must each day set our hearts and minds on the things of God and God 
Himself.  
 
Psalm 1:1-3 NLT 
“Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand 
around with sinners, or join in with mockers. But they delight in the law of 
the Lord, meditating on it day and night. They are like trees planted along 
the riverbank, bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never wither, and 
they prosper in all they do.” 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 NKJV 
“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 
approaching.” 
 
 
Our CONVERSION is instantaneous. TRANSFORMATION is gradual. 
Transformation happens as we focus on God and interact with other 
believers.  
 
A. “It took God one day to get Israel out of Egypt, but it took forty years to 
get  
Egypt out of Israel.” 
 
B. It took God only a moment to get us out of sin, but it takes a lifetime to  
get sin out of us.” 
 
 
DEMONSTRATION—NEXT WEEK (Lord willing) 



 
 

 


